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FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES MEETING 
TO BE HELD IN DECEMBER AT CHICAGO 


Canners, Dehydrators, Freezers and Preservers to 
Learn About 1943 Requirements 


A conference of the food processing industries—canners, 
dehydrators, freezers, and preservers—will be held at Chicago 
in December, at which government agencies are expected to 
present information that will enable processors to make 
definite plans for their 1943 operations under war programs 
and regulations now being formulated. 


The desirability of holding such a meeting was suggested 
by various government agencies concerned and formal action 
to arrange for it was taken at a meeting of the Board of 
Directors of the National Canners Association, held at Chi- 
cago on October 16 and 17, at which there were also present 
members of the Association's Administrative Council, Sec- 
tion Chairmen, and officers of State and regional canners 
associations, 


The week of December 13 has been tentatively set as the 
time of the meeting. The exact date will depend upon the 
time at which the government agencies will have completed 
preparation of the production program for processed foods 
and the regulations that will govern the processing industries. 


Because the Processors’ Conference will cover practically 
the same subjects as would have been programmed for the an- 
nual convention of the National Canners Association in Janu- 
ary, the Board of Directors voted that no convention be held 
in January. A formal meeting of the National Canners Asso- 
ciation probably will be held immediately following the 
processors’ meeting, at which necessary Association business 
can be handled. 


Filing of Pack Reports Essential 


The prompt filing of PD-343, the seasonal pack re- 
ports required by Orders M-86 and M-86-a, is urged 
by Howard Hamilton, administrator of the orders under 
which canners reserve certain percentages of their 
packs for the armed forces. Mr. Hamilton has pointed 
out that the issuance of a reservation order applicable 
to 1943 production depends on the data that will be 
disclosed by the pack reports, since the order will be 
expressed in percentages of this year's production by 
product, can size, and grade. Delay in filing the re- 
quired pack reports consequently acts to hold up the 
preparation of the 1943 reservation order. For these 
reasons, the Association advises canners to get their 
reports in promptly, believing that further delay will 
tend also to retard early preparation of the can con- 
servation order for 1943. 


Arrangements for the December conference were placed 
in the hands of the Interim Committee of the Association. 


Invitations are being extended to all firms engaged in the 
production of canned, dehydrated, frozen, and preserved 
foods. To meet the wishes of the Office of Defense Trans- 
portation that conferences and conventions be “streamlined”, 
all firms are requested to limit the number of representatives 
they send to the meeting. It will be a processors’ meeting, 
dealing with production plans and regulations, thus making 
unnecessary the representation usually required to cover 
other phases of the business. 


The following Chicago hotels are accepting reservations 
for the Processors’ Conference: Atlantic, Bismarck, Black- 
stone, Brevoort, Chicagoan, Drake, Edgewater Beach, Harri- 
son, Knickerbocker, LaSalle, Morrison, Palmer House, and 
Sherman. 

(Continued on page 7293) 


1942 REVENUE BILL IS SIGNED 


Measure Retains Chief Features of Senate Proposal ; 
Provisions of Act Reviewed 


On October 21, 1942, the Revenue Bill of 1942 was signed 
by the President. The bill reflects in major part the action 
taken by the Senate Finance Committee, which was reported 
in detail in Inrormation Lerrer No. 904, October 10, 1942, 
page 7261. 

The Conference Committee made several important changes 
which should be noted. The provision in the Senate bill 
authorizing the establishment of a special joint committee 
to study methods of financing the war, and to report its find- 
ings to the President and Congress on or before December 
31, 1942, was deleted. The Conference Committee stated that 
plans to raise money to assist in the conduct of the war came 
within the jurisdiction of the present tax committees of 
Congress, and that such a joint committee was unnecessary. 


Corporations are still subject to the capital stock and 
declared value excess profits tax. A corporation may, 
however, state its declared value annually instead of each 
three years. A discussion of this tax will be found in In- 
FORMATION Letrer No, 893, July 25, 1942, page 7121. 

The tax bill as passed provides that the credit for de- 
pendents be set at $350. 

A brief summary of the provisions of the bill may be of 
interest. 

Individual Income Taxes 

The normal tax rate on individual incomes is fixed at 
6 per cent, while the surtax rates range from 13 per cent to 
82 per cent. A married person is granted a personal ex- 
emption of $1,200 and a single person an exemption of $500. 
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The credit for dependents is now $350, as stated above. A 
deduction for abnormal medical expenses is permitted to 
the extent that they exceed 5 per cent of the individual’s net 
income. The maximum deduction permitted is limited, how- 
ever, to $2,500 for the head of a family, or $1,250 for a 
single person. 


A victory tax of 5 per cent on the gross income of each in- 
dividual in excess of $624 annually was included in the tax 
bill, and requires the employer after January 1, 1943, to col- 
lect a tax of 5 per cent on all salaries or wages in excess of 
$12 a week. A detailed discussion of the victory tax, and the 
post-war credit allowed against the tax, appears on page 7262 
of the Inronmation Letter for October 10, 1942. 


Corporation Income Tax 


Normal tax rates on corporations range from 15 per cent 
to 19 per cent on companies with net incomes of less than 
$25,000 and 24 per cent for corporations with net incomes 
over $25,000. The surtax rates on corporations with surtax 
net incomes of less than $25,000 is 10 per cent, and 16 per 
cent on corporations with surtax net incomes over $50,000. 


The combined normal and surtax rate imposed on corpora- 
tions with net incomes over $50,000 is 40 per cent. 


Excess Profits Taxes 


The 1942 excess profits rate on adjusted excess profits 
net income has been fixed at 90 per cent. A post-war credit 
of 10 per cent of the excess profits tax has been allowed in 
accordance with the recommendation of the Senate Finance 
Committee. The Bill also contains a provision limiting the 
total tax rate to 80 per cent of the surtax net income. 


As reported on page 7262 of the October 10 INrormaTION 
Letter, the bill incorporates the relief provisions recom- 
mended by the Senate Finance Committee, permitting the 
substitution of a more representative base period where the 
tax is computed on the average earnings method. 


The specified exemption of $5,000 allowed in computing 
excess profits taxes remains at $5,000. 


The two year carry-back provisions for operating losses 
and excess profits tax credits have been included in the bill. 


Fiseal Year Taxpayers 


It will be recalled that representatives of the Association 
appeared before the Senate Finance Committee to object to 
taxation on a calendar year basis. The Act provides that 
all taxpayers operating on a fiscal year ending prior to July 
1, 1942, may calculate their tax at the 194] rates. Tax- 
payers operating on a fiscal year which ends after July 1, 
1942, will be required to use the 1942 tax rates for those 
months following June. This was the provision adopted by 
the Senate. 

In the Conference Committee Report, the House conferees 
stated that all future tax increases will apply to fiscal year 
taxpayers as though they were on a calendar year basis. 
Fiscal year taxpayers are thus placed on notice of the fact 
that higher rates which may be included in future tax bills 
will be assessed against fiscal year taxpayers beginning on 
the first day of the calendar year. 


Amortization of Emergency Facilities 


Individuals and partnerships, as well as corporations, are 
now permitted to amortize over a five-year period those emer- 


gency facilities completed or acquired after December 3), 
1939. The amortization provisions available to corporatic 
are likewise extended to facilities acquired between Decembe 
31, 1989, and June 11, 1940. 

Election to take accelerated amortization under these pro 
visions must be made within six months from October 2 
1942, the date of enactment of the Revenue Bill of 1942. 

The 1942 Tax Bill permits amortization of any part of y 
facility constructed within six months prior to the filing 
an application for a certificate of necessity, even though 
application would previously have been considered untime' 
because the application had not been filed within six mont 
of the beginning date of construction. This section was calle 
to the attention of canners in Inronmation Letter No. % 
October 17, 1942, on page 7274, and should again be revie 


Renegotiation of War Contracts 


Amendments to the law authorizing renegotiation of 
contracts were incorporated in the tax bill in substantial 
the same form reported in the October 17 Lerren, at 5 
7276. In view of the detailed discussion given the subject 
that time, no repetition at this time seems necessary. 

Miscellaneous Provisions 

The 1942 Tax Bill incorporates a provision permitting w 
losses to be claimed as casualty losses, in the computation 
net income. This section was previously discussed in 
October 10 Letter. 

The old-age insurance tax has been retained at the p 


level of 1 per cent on the worker and 1 per cent on thee 
ployer for the year 1943. 


Northwest Canners to Meet in January 


The Northwest Canners Association has announced that 
will hold its annual convention on January 6-8, at the M 
nomah Hotel, Portland, Oregon. 


Oath Requirement Removed from OPA Reports 


The requirement that reports filed with the Office of Pri 
Administration be executed under oath was removed Octe 
19 by OPA through the issuance of Supplementary 0 
No. 23, effective October 24. 


Since the Emergency Price Control Act makes subn 
of false statements to OPA a criminal offense regardless 
whether the statement is made under oath or affirmati 
notarization is unnecessary, OPA officials said. Sellers fil 
reports required by various price regulations, there 
may be spared the inconvenience and the expense of taki 
their reports before a notary. 


Supplementary Order No. 23 applies to reports, 
filed on official forms or not, including financial stateme 
inventory reports, price lists, cost records, determinations 
ceiling prices, new lines added to stock, reports of purch 
or sales, tables of discounts, allowances and other ¢ 
tials, and similar documents. 

Applications for adjustment of ceiling prices and petit 
for amendments or exception, however, are unaffected by! 
order and must be sworn to or affirmed wherever price 
procedural regulations so direct. 
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Cranberry Sauce Exempted from Walsh-Healey 

On July 9, 1942, the Secretary of Labor excepted all 
varieties of canned berries from the provisions of the Walsh- 
Healey Public Contracts Act. (See Inronmation Letter 
No. 891, July 11, 1942, p. 7088.) 

Recognizing that it has been the practice in the canning 
industry to can cranberries as cranberry sauce rather than 
to can the whole berries in syrup, the Administrator, on Oc- 
tober 17, 1942, ruled that canned cranberry sauce is covered 
by the Secretary's order of July 9, 1942, and is exempt from 
the provisions of the Walsh-Healey Act. 


Would Extend Crop Insurance to Citrus 


The Florida Senators, Claude Pepper and Charles O. 
Andrews, recently introduced a proposed amendment to the 
Federal Crop Insurance Act that would extend the benefits 
of the Act to citrus fruit and citrus trees. The proposal 
(S. 2845) was referred to the Senate Committee on Agricul- 
ture. 


Bill Would Remove Seafood Inspection Fees 


A bill to relieve seafood canners from all inspection charges 
under the voluntary government inspection service has been 
introduced in the House by Representative James Domen- 
geaux of Louisiana. The bill (H. R. 7729) has been referred 
to the House Committee on Interstate and Foreign Com- 
merce. 


New Department of The Information Letter 
Will List Machinery Wanted and For Sale 


The difficulties of obtaining new machinery and equipment 
needed for canning have made it imperative that all existing 
units be put to full use in the expanded production occa- 
sioned by the war procurement programs. It is felt that in 
many cases canners have equipment, not in present use, 
which would be welcomed by some other canner who needs 
just such a unit in his factory. 


Members of the Association have suggested that the 
Inronmation Letter could assist in this situation by de- 
voting space in each issue to the listing both of machines 
wanted by canner-members and machines not in use, of 
which the owners would like to dispose. 


In this weekly space, requests for machinery and equip- 
ment will be listed. Under another heading in the same 
column machines and items of equipment for sale will be 
similarly listed. Names of member-firms wishing to purchase 
or offering to sell would not be included in the listings, but 
the Association would relay all inquiries to the proper parties. 
In this fashion the Association’s services would be limited 
to placing the “haves” and the “have nots” in prompt touch 
with one another, There will be no charge for this service 
or for the listings. 

The Lerrer will start publishing the listings as soon as 
enough member-canners send them in. If you need certain 
tems of used equipment, send in your list for publication; 
if you have machines or equipment of which you would like 
to dispose, list and describe them briefly in a communication 
addressed to the Information Division. 


WAGE-HOUR AMENDMENTS ARE PROPOSED 


Senate Measure Would Limit Canners’ Present 
14-Week Overtime Exemption 


Amendments to the Fair Labor Standards Act that would 
limit canners’ present 14-week complete exemption from 
the overtime pay requirements of the Act were included in 
a series of five bills dealing with agricultural labor and 
introduced jointly in the Senate, October 19, by Senator 
Robert M. LaFollette, Jr., of the Committee on Education 
and Labor, and the Committee’s Chairman, Senator Elbert 
D. Thomas. These proposed amendments, contained in S. 
2861, would rewrite Section 7 (c) of the Wage and Hour law 
to require canners of perishable and seasonal fresh fruits 
or vegetables to pay overtime compensation for hours worked 
in excess of 12 hours a day or 56 hours a week during the 
14 aggregate weeks each year in which unlimited hours now 
are permitted. 


Although a canner, as under the present exemption, would 
be allowed to elect the 14 workweeks in which the exemption 
would operate, it is possible that the amendments would be 
construed to require that each elected week count against 
all operations in all plants, thus drastically limiting its 
benefits for canners maintaining several canneries. The 7 (c) 
exemption, at present, is applicable not only to employees 
engaged in the operations specified in the statute, but also 
to other employees whose work is closely associated with 
those operations. Under the amendment, however, the 
exemption might be limited to only the employees specifi- 
cally engaged in the enumerated activities. The bill, how- 
ever, would not affect the 14-week exemption from over- 
time granted by administrative action under Section 7 (b) (3) 
of the Act. 


Further provisions of S. 2861 would bring within the 
minimum wage and maximum hour sections of the Act 
farmers who employ more than four persons at any time 
during a calendar year and would repeal Section 13 (a) (10). 
This Section of the Act, canners will recall, extended to 
canners, packers, dryers, and other handlers of raw agricul- 
tural commodities, both a wage and an hour exemption when 
engaged in the enumerated occupations within “the area 
of production (as defined by the Administrator).” Farm- 
ers employing more than four persons would be permitted 
a 14-week seasonal exemption from the payment of overtime 
wages. 

In addition to these amendments to the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, Representative Robert Ramspeck, ranking 
member of the House Committee on Labor, submitted a bill 
(H. R. 7731) on October 20, that would relieve an employer 
from the overtime pay requirements of the Act, up to 12 
hours a day and 56 hours a week, when the employee is em- 
ployed “for the duration of the war and six months there- 
after in pursuance of an agreement made as the result of 
cclwtive bargaining by representatives of employees certi- 
fied as bona fide by the National Labor Relations Board.” 


Four other bills introduced by Senators LaFollette and 
Thomas at the same time would amend the National Labor 
Relations Act by making it applicable to farm employers 
who employ more than four persons during the course of 
a year (S. 2860); would extend the Social Security Act to 
agricultural labor and provide for a Federal Farm Placement 
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Service t promote and coordinate farm placement activities 
(S. 2864); would provide for the registration of employment 
agencies that deal with agricultural and agricultural process- 
ing labor (S. 2862); and would establish an agricultural 
wages board empowered to put into effect reasonable agri- 
cultural wages by areas and commodities (S. 2863). 

The proposed amendments to the Wage and Hour Act and 
these other LaFollette-Thomas bills have been referred to 
the Senate Committee on Education and Labor. At the 
present time no action is scheduled on any of these measures. 


STOCKS OF CANNED SAUERKRAUT FROZEN 


WPB Order Designed to Facilitate Distribution and 
Consumption of Bulk Product 


In a move intended primarily to facilitate distribution and 
consumption of the large 1942 supply of bulk sauerkraut, 
the War Production Board, October 23, froze all stocks of 
canned sauerkraut in the hands of canners, wholesalers, 
jobbers, brokers, and centrally-owned or voluntary chain- 
store warehouses. 


Stocks held by any other persons except retailers in ex- 
cess of 50 or more cases also are frozen. Order M-245, under 
which this action was taken, will remain in effect until April 
1, 1943, except for sales to the Army, Navy, other specified 
government agencies, and operators of ocean-going vessels. 
Text of Order M-245 follows. 


§ 3101.1 Conservation Order M-245 


(a) Definition, For the purposes of this order, “canned 
sauerkraut” means any sauerkraut packed in hermetically 
sealed metal or glass containers sterilized by the use of heat. 

(b) Limitation. Without regard to previously existing 
contracts and any payments made or any other action taken 
thereunder, all persons listed in paragraph (c) below shall 
set aside all canned sauerkraut in their ion, under 
their control, or in transit to them on October 23, 1942, and 
any canned sauerkraut acquired by them between October 
23, 1942, and March 31, 1943. Such persons may sell or 
deliver such canned sauerkraut only to or for pare speci- 
fied in paragraph (c) below. No person shall purchase or 
accept delivery of any canned sauerkraut with knowledge or 
reason to believe that it is being or has been sold or deliv- 
ered in violation of the provisions of this order. 

(c) Persons subject to limitation. Persons subject to the 
requirements of paragraph (b) are: 

(1) Any canner of sauerkraut 

(2) Any wholesaler, jobber, or broker; for purposes of 
this classification, the operator of a centrally-owned or volun- 
tary chainstore warehouse shall be considered a wholesaler, 
except as to stocks actually in his retail stores on October 

(3) Any other person who, on October 23, 1942, had in 
his possession, under his control, or in transit to him, 50 cases 
or more of canned sauerkraut, or any person who hereafter 
acquired 50 cases or more of canned sauerkraut; excluding, 
however, any Federal government agency, any transportation 
or commercial warehouse concern, and, any retailer, except 
as provided in subparagraph (c) (2). 

(d) Exempt deliveries. Canned sauerkraut set aside pur- 
suant to paragraph (b) may be sold or delivered to or for 
the following persons: 

(1) The Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, War 
Shipping Administration, or any Agency of the United States 


Government for supplies to be delivered to, or for the ac. 
count of, the government of any country pursuant to the Act 
of March 11, 1941, entitled “An Act to Promote the Defense 


of the United States” (Lend-lease Act). J 
(2) Any person operating an ocean-going vessel engaged : 
in the transportation of cargo or passengers in the forei = 
coastwise, or intercoastal trade, for necessary supplies = ase 
such vessel. duc 

(e) Release date. Unless purchased or contracted for by I 
an agency specified in paragraph (d) on or before April § 

, 1943, any canned sauerkraut set aside pursuant to this § Pre 
order shall be deemed released on that date, and may be § buy 
sold and delivered thereafter without restriction. rest 

(f) Inspection and grading. Any canned sauerkraut re § [9 
quired to be set aside under this order shall be subject to § had 
~~ — ootve at any time by the Director General § of a 
or Operations or by any person or government ag efle 
thereto authorized by him. ~ inve 

(g) Appeals. Any person affected by this order who con § man 
siders that compliance herewith would work an exceptional § WP 
or unreasonable hardship upon him, may appeal to the Di- & mal’ 
rector General for Operations by letter, setting forth the T 
pertinent facts and reasons such person considers that he M 
is entitled to relief. The Director General for Operations § |” 
may thereupon take such action as he deems appropriate. eel 

(h) Records, audit and inspection. All persons affected Dw 
by this order shall keep and preserve for not less than two 
years accurate and complete records concerning inventories, § "" 
purchases, production and sales. Upon request, all such ree- of h 
ords shall be submitted to audit and inspection by duly § “™ 
authorized representatives of the War Production Board. creas 

(i) Communications. All reports required to be filed § d 
hereunder and all communications concerning this order tails 
shall, unless otherwise directed, be addressed to: War Pro &f *le 
duction Board, Food Branch, Washington, D.C. Ref.: M-245. 

(j) Violations, Any person who wilfully violates any 
provision of this order or who wilfully en false infor- 
mation to the Director General for Operations in connection Dri 
with this order, is guilty of a crime and upon conviction may Th 
be punished by fine or imprisonment. In addition, any such P 
person may be prohibited from making or obtaining further § ° “* 
deliveries of, or from processing or using material under B®! 

riority control and may be deprived of priorities assistance, Pre 
the Director General for Operations. to se 

(k) Applicability of priorities regulations. This order & ¢ivili: 
and all transactions affected thereby are subject to all ap & eral | 

licable provisions of the priorities regulations of the War Th 
roduction Board, as amended from time to time. releas 
Paune, 
Sant, 

Na 

Corn Borer Reported in Missouri and Iowa nen 

The Bureau of Entomology and Plant Quarantine of the § \..; 
U. S. Department of Agriculture has reported that the Euro § 
pean corn borer has been discovered in northeastern Missouri om 
and eastern Iowa, and is well established in some fields ® Bi, 
those sections. The pest was reported generally less abundam Muse 
in field corn in the infested area east of Indiana to ti B s,\\ 
Atlantic Coast, while increases prevailed generally in west Sods 
ern Indiana and Illinois. Moderate to severe infestations it On 
market sweet corn were experienced in central New Jerse), @ 
central New York, southern Connecticut, north-central and — 
southwestern Ohio, central Indiana, and northeastern I)linols. — 
Infestations increased considerably in the Middle Atlantic vy 


States. 
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WPB Inventory Order in Preparation 

An order establishing a system of control over inventories 
of finished consumers’ goods of wholesalers, retailers and 
manufacturers throughout the country will be issued in the 
near future, Donald M. Nelson, Chairman of the War Pro- 
duction Board, announced October 20. 


Information reaching WPB through voluntary sources and 


oe through various government agencies has indicated that great 
this | pressure is being exerted on markets as a result of over- 
y be § buying of consumers’ goods. Mr. Nelson stated that as a 


result of this information the special Wholesale and Retail 
Inventory Policy Committee of the Office of Civilian Supply 


A had unanimously recommended to him the prompt issuance 
eral § of an order establishing a control of inventories as the only 
ency | effective means of achieving more equitable distribution of 


inventories throughout the country and of protecting the 
many merchants who have been complying with previous 


con 
ional & WPB recommendations relating to the maintenance of “nor- 
) ° The order now being drafted to put the system into effect, 
A Mr. Nelson said, will require the achievement of normal 
ns inventories by the early part of 1943. The basis of the con- 
7 trol system will be the one recommended by the Committee 
ected Band approved by Mr. Nelson on September 5. This system 
a requires each merchant to maintain the same relationship 
sree. his stock to his sales which he had on the average in 
duly § Comparable quarters of 1939-40-41. In this way sales in- 
d. creases or decreases would result in proportionate increases 
filed decreases in allowable inventories. Forms indicating de- 
order & ‘ails for arriving at “normal” inventories will be made avail- 
Pro & able as soon as possible, it was stated. 
1.245. 
infor 
or 4 Dried Prune and Raisin Percentages Released 
. = The War Production Board has released 20 to 40 per cent 
> of various varieties of dried prunes and 40 to 100 per cent of 
under ‘sins for civilian consumption. 
tance, Processors and packers of dried fruit have been authorized 
to sell certain percentages of their prunes and raisins for 
order § Civilian use by telegrams recently sent by the Director Gen- 
ap for Operations. 
» War The varieties and percentages of dried prunes and raisins 
released’ follow: 
Prunes Per cont 
wa 
Raisins Per cent 
ions in 
Jersey, On August 10 the entire 1942 production of dried apples, 
al and ipricots, peaches, pears, prunes and grapes (raisins) and 
Hinols.  “TY-over from the 1941 crop in the hands of packers, were 
\tlantic — to make them available for the armed forces and 


lend-lease shipment. This was reported in the INFoRMA- 
Levrer for August 15. 


AMENDMENT TO ORDER M-81 IS ISSUED 


Tinplate Coating for Apples and Applesauce Is 
Reduced; Sausage Definition Changed 


The tinplate coating on cans for apples and applesauce 
is reduced under terms of Amendment No. 4 to Order M-81, 
issued October 20 by the War Production Board. These 
products previously were included in the list of acid foods 
for which a thicker tin coating is permitted. Under the 
amendment they are now limited to a maximum standard 
coating of 1.25 pounds per base box of tinplate. 


The amendment also changes the definition of bulk sau- 
sage meat included under Table 2 (Secondary Products 
Cans) of the order so as to allow for the inclusion of a 
maximum of 2% per cent cereal by weight. Previously, no 
cereal content was permitted in sausage meat packed in tin. 


Another provision of Amendment No. 4 prohibits the use 
of tinplate in the packing of pyrethrum and rotenone base 
insecticides. Packers of these products may substitute black- 
plate or glass for the previously used tinplate containers, 
according to the WPB press release accompanying the text 
of the amendment. 


The amendment also deletes from Order M-81 a provi- 
sion for the disposition of used cans to detinning plants 
because Order M-72-a, reported elsewhere in this issue of 
the Letrer, covers the disposition of used cans. 


Text of Amendment No. 4 follows: 


Section 1068.1 Conservation Order M-81, as amended June 
27, 1942, is hereby amended as follows: 


1. The following sentences are hereby deleted from para- 
graph (c) (3): 


If cans are opened for repacking the contents thereof, 
every can larger than No. 1 (603° x 812) shall be thor- 
oughly cleaned and reused as long as the tin coating per- 
mits, and then sent to a detinning plant for salvage of 
the tin and scrap steel; and every can sized No. 12 (603 
x 812) or smaller shall be reused or sent to a detinning 
plant for salvage of the tin and scrap steel. Such cans 
shall be sent to a detinning plant in carload lots, or in 
less than carload lots whenever shipping costs render ship- 
ment practical, 


2. Item No. 1 of Exhibit B, entitled “Apples, including 
Crabapples and Applesauce,” is hereby deleted 


3. Item No. 7 of Meats in Table «= J 
read as follows: 


Bulk Sausage Meat, containing, by weight, not to ex- 
ceed 34% per cent cereal and a to Yay 3 per cent 
added water; and only Ms without casings and 
cooked entirely in the can. per op of 1940 Pack. 
4. Item No. 7 of Table III, Rt “Insecticides,” is here- 

by deleted. 


Officers of California Fish Canners Association 


The following are the 1943 officers of the California Fish 
Canners Association, named at their recent annual meeting: 
President, W. Wade Ambrose, Westgate Sea Products Co., 
San Diego; vice president, Leland B. Irish, Coast Fishing 
Company, Wilmington; and secretary-treasurer, Charles A. 
Winkler, 501 South Seaside Avenue, Terminal Island. 
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USED CAN COLLECTION MADE MANDATORY 


400 Cities Covered by WPB Order Under Tin and 
Steel Recovery Program 


More than 400 municipalities are required to enlist their 
regular trash collection machinery in the collection and 
segregation of used tin cans, under terms of an amendment 
to Order No. M-72-a, issued by the War Production Board 
October 20. All private refuse collection in these cities also 
is subject to the order. 


The amendment is another step in WPB's campaign of 
recovering 1,000,000 tons of steel scrap and 10,000 tons of 
pure tin from old tin cans. It requires that trash collec- 
tion agencies in all municipalities over 25,000 population 
in 15 northeastern States must collect and keep segregated 
all prepared cans offered in usual trash collections. House- 
wives are urged to “prepare” their cans and to keep them 
separated from other trash, as municipalities are required to 
collect only those cans which are prepared and kept segre- 
gated. The cities must then dispose of the cans only to 
shredding or detinning plants, or to plants engaged in the 
precipitation of copper. 


The territory affected includes: Connecticut, Delaware, 
District of Columbia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Michigan, 
Maryland, . Massachusetts, New Jersey, New York, Ohio, 
Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, Virginia, West Virginia; St. 
Louis, Missouri; Minneapolis, St. Paul and Duluth, Min- 


nesota. 
In specified counties in California, Kansas, Missouri and 


Texas, trash collectors must accept and keep segregated all 
cans, prepared or not, and must dispose of them only to 
detinners, shredding plants or copper precipitation plants, 


or to municipalities. Detinned scrap in this area may be 
delivered only to copper precipitation plants. 


While the can salvage program is national in scope, the 
October 20 order applies only to the more populous areas. 
Cans available for collection in this area will keep the 
present six major detinning plants in full operation. Four 
new can detinning plants and 17 subsidiary shredding plants 
are under construction by the Government, as reported in 
the Inrormation Letrer for September 12. Used cans to 
fill this additional capacity, when completed, will be at- 
tained by extending mandatory collection to the entire coun- 
try. Meanwhile, citizens in areas not covered by the order 
are urged to prepare and save their cans, so that when the 
new plants come into operation, a stockpile of cans will be 
available to permit them to operate. The cans used by an 
average family in six months can, when prepared, be stored 
in a small barrel, carton or box. 


While the order makes mandatory the collection of pre- 
pared cans only in cities over 25,000, small communities in 
the States covered by the order are urged to set up tributary 
collection systems to feed their prepared cans into the nearest 
city. Salvage chairmen and committees in each such com- 
munity are being asked by salvage headquarters in Wash- 
ington to make such collection arrangements. 


Order M-72-a, as amended, also provides that: 


1. Tinned scrap and terneplate cans may not be delivered 
to steel producers. This is because any appreciable amount 
of tin in steel makes it brittle and unsuitable for many 


pur . After the cans have been detinned, the resulting 


steel is suitable for steel making. 

2. Unless otherwise specifically authorized by WPB, tinned 
scrap may be sold ae brokers and dealers for resale 
in the form received, to detinners, shredding plants, their 
agents, regular trash collection agencies, and copper precipi- 
tation plants. 

The net effect of the order as it now stands is to put all 
kinds of tinned scrap under WPB control, and to public and 
private collection agencies in cities in certain areas to col- 
lect and segregate the cans. The cans may then be sold 
only into channels that will result in the detinning and 
recovery of the tin and steel. 


More than 13,000 local salvage committees will cooperate 
with municipalities to move used cans to detinners speedily, 
and in areas where the order does not apply, the salvage 
committee will notify the public of local arrangements for 
can collection. Inquiries on any phase of used can collection 
should be directed to local salvage committees, WPB states. 


Changes Made in Sugar Delivery Zones 


Changes in sugar delivery zones to be served by primary 
distributors in Savannah, Georgia, and Louisiana were made 
October 19 by the Office of Price Administration to effect dis 
tribution of sugar from the incoming cane harvest in 
Louisiana and Florida. 


Consequent changes in adjoining zones made effective 
October 20 by the order, and further definition of zones has 
brought the present total to 12. Zone 12 now includes all 
the continental United States not in the first 11 zones, and 
corresponds roughly to former Zone 11, except for the 
removal of Kentucky and Tennessee. 


Under the new order, known as Second Revised Zoning 
Order 1, under Rationing Order No. 3, the following territory 
will be served out of Savannah, and is known as Zone 6: South 
Carolina, Georgia, and North Carolina, except points in 
North Carolina included in Zone 5. (The part of North 
Carolina in Zone 5 includes points where the base freight 
rate is based on shipments out of Baltimore.) 


Territory to be served by Louisiana distributors, and known 
as Zone 8, includes Arkansas, Alabama, Kentucky, Louisiana, 
Mississippi, and Tennessee; Flordia west of the Apalachicola 
River, and several counties in Missouri, Illinois, Indiana and 
Ohio bordering on the Mississippi and Ohio Rivers. 


Zoning Order No. 1 was reported in the INrormation Let 
ter for September 19, and its first revision in the October 3 
Lerrer. 


Non-military Construction Priorities Revoked 


Donald M. Nelson, Chairman of the War Production Board, 
on October 21 notified heads of eight governmental agencies 
that he has given instructions to revoke priority assistante 
to a large part of non-military construction for the Gor 
ernment. 


Exceptions are made only insofar as such construction & 
directly essential to the war effort. At the same time # 
review of all military projects, of the Army, Navy and Matt 
time Commission, with the same end in view, is being made. 
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OPA Issues Fuel Oil Application Blanks 


The application blank covering fuel oil rations for agri- 
cultural and institutional uses, including farm machinery, 
was made public October 21 by the Office of Price Ad- 
ministration, 

The form (R-1103) also is to be used in applying for 
a ration for supplies for cleaning tools, for insecticides and 
other miscellaneous purposes. The fuel oil allotments granted 
for purposes covered by the form will be on a three-months 
basis, the first quarterly period beginning October 1 if appli- 
cation is made before November 1. In instances where ap- 
plication is made after November 1 the three-months period 
begins on the day the ration is required. 

Applicants for a ration for farm trucks and other farm 
vehicles which are commercial motor vehicles as defined 
by Office of Defense Transportation Order No. 21 must state 
estimated gallonage needs between the date the ration is 
required (or from October 1, 1942, if application is made 
alter October 31, 1942) and December 31, 1942, as well as 
the gallons used in the corresponding period of last year. 
In general, OPA will issue a ration sufficient for the opera- 
tion of the vehicle, but the allotment will not be larger 
than the amount used in the same period of 1941 unless 
applicant shows satisfactory cause for the increased require- 
ments. For rations after December 31, the allotment will 
be the same as the gallonage approved by the ODT Certifi- 
cate of War Necessity for the vehicle. . 

A separate space is provided for farm machinery and equip- 
ment not covered by ODT Order No. 21. Fuel oil rations 
for this category also will be issued on a three-months basis, 
with applicant required to state estimated gallonage require- 
ments for the three months beginning on date ration is re- 
quired and fuel oil consumed in the like months of the past 
year. A ration in excess of fuel oil consumed in the same 
quarter of the previous year will not be issued unless appli- 
cant can furnish satisfactory proof of the need for the in- 
creased allotment. 


Delivery Program For Stokers Simplified 


In order to facilitate the conversion of industrial heating 
plants from oil to coal, the production and delivery of in- 
dustrial-type stokers has been placed by the War Production 
Board under a simplified scheduling program. 


In effect, the new program does away with the previous 
requirement of an A-10 or higher rating for production of 
stokers, and substitutes for it a simpler procedure under 
which industrial plants will apply to the Director General 
for Operations for authorization to purchase stokers. This 
authorization, submitted to the manufacturer with the order, 
will constitute the latter's permission to fabricate and deliver 
the stoker specified. 

Under this procedure, instituted by WPB under terms of 
Order L-75 as amended, persons desiring to purchase an in- 
dustrial-type stoker, having a grate area of 36 square feet or 
less and handling boilers from 300 hp. down, must file applica- 
tion for WPB authorization on Form PD-668, When authoriza- 
tion is granted, such orders will be considered “rated orders” 
as defined by Priorities Regulation No. 1. This provision 
became effective October 20. 


RECENT FAVORABLE COURT DECISIONS 


Canners Successful In Decisions on Three Cases 
Involving Consumer Claims 


The Association is pleased to announce the recent favor- 
able outcome of three cases involving serious claims which 
were vigorously contested. 


One of these attributed alleged illness and death to 
canned meat. The claim originated in New York in 1934, 
and a suit for substantial damages was filed against the 
packer in Cleveland, Ohio, because the relatives, including 
the administrator of the decedent's estate, resided in that 
city. When the case was finally reached for trial, in April, 
1940, the plaintiff and his attorney were not ready to proceed 
and the case was dismissed for want of prosecution. A new 
action, commenced about a year later, recently was dis- 
missed by the court on the defendant's motion, based mainly 
on the ground that the time within which the action could 
be maintained had expired. 


In February, 1940, a serious claim was referred to the 
Association, involving injury attributed to glass in a canned 
vegetable eaten at a restaurant in New York City. Thorough 
investigation revealed no reason for suspecting that the glass 
came from the can rather than from the restaurant kitchen. 
A suit for substantial damages was instituted against the 
restaurant and the packer, the Association's attorneys de- 
fending only the packer. The attorney for the restaurant 
did little by way of active defense. The Association’s coun- 
sel, on the other hand, produced packing testimony to show 
the improbability of the foreign substance having been in 
the can, and undertook to discredit the plaintiff and thus 
prevent her from getting a verdict against either defendant. 
After a bitterly contested trial the jury returned a verdict 
in favor of both defendants. The trial judge, however, 
granted plaintiff's motion to set aside the verdict, from 
which an appeal promptly was taken by Association counsel. 
When the case finally was argued in the Appellate Divi- 
sion, the latter tribunal reversed the order of the trial judge 
and ordered reinstatement of the original verdict in favor 
of the defendants. 


The third case involved alleged serious illness of two 
women, claimed to have been caused by canned food. Two 
suits were commenced against the retailer, the defense of 
which was handled by the Association's New York attorneys, 
and the trial was hotly contested. The defense was aided 
materially by thorough investigational work and highly satis- 
factory packing testimony demonstrating the care and meth- 
ods used in the packing procedure. At the close of all the 
evidence, defense counsel moved for a dismissal of the 
complaint in both cases. Counsel took the position that 
the plaintiffs had failed to establish sufficient evidence that 
the canned food was responsible, to allow submission of the 
cases to the jury. After lengthy argument the court allowed 
the motions and dismissed the complaints. 


In all of the cases referred to substantial awards might 
have been given to the plaintiffs in the absence of thorough 
investigation and defense preparations, and the Association 
feels the results were beneficial, not only to the particular 
members whose products were involved, but also to the food 
industry in general. 


lting 
rsale 
their 
it all 
and 
col- 
sold 
and 
erate 
sdily, 
lvage 
s for 
ction 
tates, 
mary 
made 
t dis 
st in 
ective 
s has 
es all 
. and 
r the 
oning 
ritory 
South 
its in 
North 
cnown 
siana, 
hicola 
a and 
Ler 
rber 3 
ed 
Board, 
encies 
stance 
Gor 
tion is 
ime 
Mari- 
ade. 


7288 INFORMATION LETTER 


TRANSPORTATION COMMITTEES PROPOSED 


ODT Suggests Growers, Processors and Carriers 
Unite In Truck Conservation Plans 


A two-purpose program designed to keep the growing 
volume of farm products and supplies moving with the least 
possible wear and tear on the approximately 1,500,000 motor 
trucks now engaged in such transportation, until the war 
has been won, has been announced by Joseph B. East- 
man, Director of the Office of Defense Transportation. 

A plan has been worked out, Mr. Eastman stated, whereby 
the three big groups principally concerned with the primary 
movement of farm products—producers, carriers and proc- 
essors—may act jointly in their respective areas to conserve 
motor truck equipment in the movement of farm products 
from growing and producing areas to storage and processing 
plants and consumer markets. 


Mr. Eastman explained that while the immediate concern 
of ODT is the conservation of transportation, ODT recognizes 
that conservation programs may originate from sources other 
than the trucking industry itself. This is particularly true, 
Mr. Eastman pointed out, in the marketing of agricultural 
commodities, inasmuch as farmers ship their products in 
trucks owned by processing plant operators and by “for- 
hire” haulers as well as in their own trucks. 


Mr. Eastman recommended that industry transportation 
committees be set up, comprising representatives of process- 
ing plants, truck operators and producers of farm commodi- 
ties or livestock, and that these committees assume responsi- 
bility for the development of joint transportation plans in 
their areas. 

Procedures for the submission of such plans are pre- 
sented below. The plans submitted should follow these 
procedures closely and should be developed by persons 
thoroughly acquainted with farm transportation problems 
after careful examination of local conditions, Mr. Eastman 
pointed out. 


Each conservation plan should contain two parts—one 
dealing with the proposed relocation of routes, the other 
with the proposed zoning of markets. The first part should 
set forth: 

1. A description of the area affected. 

2. The number and locations of plants involved in the plan. 

3. The number of producers. 

4. The number of carriers and locations of their existing 


routes, 
5. The proposed relocation of routes. 
6. The mileage reduction to be accomplished. 


7. The method of State regulation «t “for-hire” carriers 
involved and the manner in which the carriers will be 
affected by the plan. 


The second part of the plan should contain: 


1, Detailed information concerning the proposed zoning 
of producing areas or markets or both. 


2. Effects on prices of commodities, if any. 

3. Detailed information concerning producers, truckers 
and processors not participating in the plan. 

Each plan should be submitted by the industry transporta- 
tion committee to the ODT, Division of Motor Transport, 
Washington, D. C. Before any plan is cleared it will be 


presented to the U. S. Department of Justice to determine 
any possible violation of the anti-trust laws. 


For purposes of clearance and review, each plan should be 
accompanied by 14 copies. The original should be signed 
by all members of the industry transportation committee, 


After the plan has been cleared, the originating committee 
will be advised of the fact. An administrator, who will be 
responsible to a Federal agency will be appointed and will 
publish the plan and designate a date, at least 10 days after 
such publication date, when the plan will become effective, 
Each administrator will have the assistance of an industry 
advisory committee, which may be the same as the industry 
transportation committee. 


Certificates Required for Leased Trucks 


After November 15, 1942, anyone who leases a commer. 
cial motor vehicle from another person “for a period of seven 
or more consecutive days” (a “lessee”) must obtain a Cer- 
tificate of War Necessity to operate the leased vehicle, the 
Office of Defense Transportation has announced. A ten-day 
grace period will be allowed the lessee in which to apply for 
his Certificate. 


The phrase “leased for seven or more consecutive days” is 
construed by ODT to include also a combination of separate 
leases which may be made by a person to cover operations 
of seven or more consecutive days. A person who leases a 
commercial motor vehicle from another under separate leases 
with short breaks in the period between leases, will also be 
considered as operating under a lease arrangement of seven 
or more consecutive days. 


Certificates of War Necessity obtained by lessees for 
vehicles leased will govern the maximum mileage allowed 
the lessees in their operation but may not be used to obtain 
gasoline ration coupons from local boards. The owner, or 
lessor, of the vehicle also is required to have a Certificate 
after November 15, which will enable the owner to obtain 
gasoline ration coupons or certificates. These ration coupons 
or certificates should be furnished by the owner or lessor 
to the lessee “to the extent that the lessee furnishes gas 
line.” 

Responsibility for seeing that lessees of vehicles of more 
than seven consecutive days’ duration obtain Certificates of 
War Necessity will rest with the lessor, ODT said. The 
lessee and lessor are jointly responsible for the maintenance 
of tires and equipment and for seeing to it that the vehicle 
submitted for the required periodic inspections. 


Truck Certificate Applications May Be Reproduced 


Carriers who wish to photostat, or otherwise reproduce, for 
the purpose of their own record, their applications for Cer 
tificates of War Necessity, may do so, the Office of Defense 
Transportation announced October 19. 


Such reproduction should not be allowed to delay the 
return of the application. The Certificate itself, however, 
may not be photostated, as it is unlawful to reproduce or altet 
a Certificate of War Necessity, it was stated. 
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Farm Machinery Order Effects Concentration 


The War Production Board’s concentration program was 
applied on October 20 to the farm machinery and equip- 
ment industry in a limitation order which also will cut pro- 
duction quotas allowed under the previous order by ap- 
proximately 50 per cent. 


The new order, L-170, places the industry under stricter 
control and, by incorporating the provisions of the concen- 
tration program, transfers practically all production of farm 
machinery and equipment items from large companies to 
small and intermediate producers. 


Manufacturers are classified into large, medium and small 
producers, on the basis of net sales of all products during 
1941; 

Class A. Producers whose sales amounted to more than 

$10,000,000 in value. 

Class B. Producers whose sales were between $750,000 

and $10,000,000 in. value. 

Class C. Producers whose sales fell under $750,000 in 


value. 


Order L-170 restricts the manufacture of all farm ma- 
chinery, equipment and repairs for the period November 1, 
1942, to October 31, 1943. Production of new machines for 
domestic use is based on certain different percentages of 
weight for each item which the order outlines. These per- 
centages vary according to whether the producer is a Class A, 
B or C manufacturer. The production base is the particular 
producer's entire production by weight of the particular 
item in either 1940 or 1941, whichever was the higher. Cer- 
tain items are bracketed, thereby pesmitting producers to 
distribute the permissible total weight of material among 
those items as he may desire. 


OPA Quarterly Financial Reports Simplified 

Simplification in the reporting forms by which 25,000 
companies voluntarily file financial reports quarterly with 
the Office of Price Administration was announced October 21. 


An outline of the changes in the program, which provides 
basic financial data for studies of price control, was presented 
to the Washington Chapter of the National Association of 
Cost Accountants by Robert W. King, head of the examina- 
tion section of OPA’s Financial Reporting Branch. 


The most important change eliminates the requirement 
that a company report individual salaries for its officers and 
for employees receiving $20,000 a year or over. Instead, 
there are substituted simple tabulation of these salaries, 
showing the range and number of persons in this class but 
omitting reports on salaries of particular individuals. 


Another change in the financial report forms, which will 
take effect on January 1, 1943, will be a provision in the 
profit and loss schedule for reporting separately charges 
which are set up to provide wartime reserves. The instruc- 
tion book which accompanies the forms will carry instruc- 
tions for adapting the corporate-type statements to use for 
reporting sole proprietorships and partnerships. In some 
lines of business, reports from these forms of business or- 
Sanizations are necessary in order to get a complete picture 
of a given industry. In addition, the instruction book will 
be simplified and clarified in a number of respects in order 
to make the filing of financial reports easier. 


AMA REQUESTS STORAGE SPACE BIDS 


Announces Procurement Program for Fish Liver 
Oil; Weekly Summary of Purchases 


Requests for bids on storing and handling processed com- 
modities purchased by the Agricultural Marketing Adminis- — 
tration have been sent to warehouse firms throughout the 
country, the U. S. Department of Agriculture announced 
October 21. Commodities on which storage and handling 
rates were asked included: Canned fruits, vegetables, evapo- 
rated milk, soups, juices, stews, fish and meat in wood or 
fiber cases; flour and cereals in wooden barrels and cloth 
or paper bags; dried eggs and dried milk in wooden bar- 
rels; dried peas and dried beans, and sugar in cloth bags; 
cornstarch in bags and army biscuits in cartons. 


The request for individual bids pointed out that firms need 
not have space available for immediate occupancy in order 
to submit an offer. It is intended that offers will serve 
only as a schedule of rates in event storage is required in 
the area of the individual warehouses and only if they have 
space available at that time. In all instances, AMA will 
communicate with bidders relative to requirements prior to 
making storage consignments. 


The Department also has announced that AMA expects 
to purchase an additional 15 trillion U. S. P. units of vitamin 
A fish liver oil prior to September 1, 1943, for Lend-lease 
requirements. To date, AMA has purchased approximately 
10 trillion units. AMA prefers to purchase vitamin A oil 
having potencies ranging between 20,000 and 200,000 units 
per gram, although higher or lower potencies may be ac- 
cepted. In obtaining the additional quantity, purchases 
will be continued under the present program of periodic 
offerings and acceptances. 


Purchases of canned and dehydrated foods announced by 
AMA during the period October 16-23 included canned prod- 
ucts amounting to 20,000 cases of lemon juice, 25,000 cases 
of lime juice, 13,275,804 pounds of pork products, 27,220 
cases of mackerel, 130,850 cases of pilchards, 329,937 cases 
of salmon by spot purchase and on option, 2,000 cases of 
flaked fish, 6,083 cases of sea herring, 58,912 cases of sardines; 
and dehydrated products amounting to 240,000 pounds of 
carrots, 192,000 pounds of cabbage, 2,435,000 pounds of 
potatoes, and 250,000 pounds of rutabagas. 


Matthiessen Resigns from War Production Board 


The resignation of C. H. Matthiessen, Jr., Assistant Director 
General for Operations, has been accepted by Donald M. 
Nelson, chairman of the War Production Board, to be- 
come effective November 1. 


Mr. Matthiessen has resigned for personal reasons which 
make it necessary for him to return to his home in Pasadena, 
California. Mr. Nelson, in a letter of regret accepting the 
resignation, said he expects Mr. Matthiessen to continue to 
serve the War Production Board on the Pacific Coast. 


Mr. Matthiessen came to Washington in February, 1941, 
as Executive Assistant in the General Products Group of the 
Office of Production Management. He has been Assistant 
Deputy Director in the Materials Division, OPM; Chief of the 
Bureau of Priorities, WPB; and on July 28, 1942, became 
Assistant Director General for Operations. 
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Order Issued to Amend Definition 
and Standard of Identity for Canned Peas 


The Federal Register for October 20 publishes the pro- 
posed order from the Federal Security Administrator which 
would amend the definition and standard of identity for 
canned peas to permit a rigidly prescribed treatment with 
harmless alkaline reagents to retain the natural green color 
of peas. This retention of color results from the fact that 
by controlling the acidity (pH) during and after the canning 
procedure the breakdown of the green chlorophyll is pre- 
vented. The harmless alkaline reagents which may be used 
in trace quantities are sodium carbonate, calcium hydroxide, 
and magnesium hydroxide, the first two being used only in 
the preparation for canning and the last being added to the 
brine. The proposed order prescribes alternate label state- 
ments to inform the consumer of the treatment. 

Text of the regulation is as follows: 

1. Section 51.000 (c) is amended to read: 

(c) The following optional ingredients may be used: 

(1) Salt; 

(2) Sugar; 

(3) Dextrose; 

(4) Spice; 

(5) Flavoring; 

(6) Artificial coloring; 
and in case optional pea ingredient (1) or (2) is used, 

(7) Sodium carbonate, calcium hydroxide, and mag- 
nesium hydroxide in such quantity that the hydrogen ion 
concentration of the finished canned peas, as determined 
by the glass ciectrode method, is not more than pH 8. 
2. Section 51.000 (f) is amended by renumbering sub- 

paragraph (6) as subparagraph (7) and inserting imme- 
diately before such subparagraph a new subparagraph 
reading: 

(6) If optional ingredient (c) (7) is used, the label 
shall bear the statement “Traces of sodium carbonate, 
calcium hydroxide, and magnesium hydroxide added”; 
but in lieu of such statement the label may bear the 
statement “Traces of alkalis added.” 


Any interested person whose appearance was filed at the 
hearing may, within 20 days from the date of publication 
of this proposed order in the Federal Register, file with the 
Hearing Clerk of the Federal Security Agency, Office of the 
Assistant General Counsel, Room 2242, South Building, 
14th Street and Independence Avenues, S.W., Washington, 
D. C., written exceptions thereto. Exceptions shall point 
out with particularity the alleged errors in the proposed 
order, and shall contain specific references to the pages of 
the transcript of the testimony or to the exhibits on which 
each exception is based. Such exceptions may be accom- 
panied with the memorandum or brief in support thereof. 


Maine Sardine Pack Abreast of Last Year 


The Maine sardine pack in the latter part of September 
was reported at approximately 2,300,000 standard cases, 
about the same as last year at that time, according to the 
U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. With the addition of 
December to the season this year, and continuance of normal 
fishing and labor conditions, the Service expects that the 
season's pack should equal or exceed the 1941 total of 
3,131,276 cases. 


Fruit Cocktail Regulation Is Postponed 


The effective date of the regulation fixing and establishing 
a definition and standard of identity for canned fruit cock- 
tail, was postponed by an order of the Federal Security 
Agency, which appeared in the Federal Register for Octo- 
ber 20. The regulation was promulgated July 17, and was to 
become effective 90 days from its publication in the Register 
for July 21. 


On petition of fruit cocktail canners, a hearing was held 
for the presentation of evidence supporting proposals that 
a light syrup be added to the opiional ingredients permitted. 
In announcing the postponement of the effective date of the 
definition for fruit cocktail, FSA states that the regulation 
is “postponed until such time as the Administrator, by order, 
takes action with respect to said application for an amend. 
ment to said regulation.” 


Agencies May Petition for Price Adjusiments 


Governmental agencies exercising regulatory power over 
prices subject to Office of Price Administration control have 
been authorized to file petitions for amendment of OPA 
regulations. 


The authority is contained in Amendment No. 3 to Pro- 
cedural Regulation No. 1, effective October 20. It applies 
both to Federal and State agencies such as the Interstate 
Commerce Commission and State commissions regulating 
transportation rates. 

Previously, petition’ for amendment of maximum price 
regulations could be filed only by those affected by the 
regulations. 

Under the amendment, the governmental agencies are 
given authority to file such petitions based on findings made 
by the petitioning agency after public hearings. The relief 
requested in such petitions may be either of general or 
specific applicability. 


California Sardine Tonnage and Packs 


Estimated figures on tonnage of sardines delivered to Cali- 
fornia processing plants and cases of canned sardines packed 
during the current season to October 15, inclusive, along with 
comparison to a year ago, as reported by the California Sar- 
dine Products Institute, are as follows: 


Northern District (San Francisco Bay). . 
Central District (Monterey 


Southern District (Southern California). 18,221 


3 
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Brokers Denied Use of Price Regulation 237 


Only wholesalers who customarily distribute food products 
for resale by independent retail outlets or to commercial, 
industrial or institutional users, are permitted to determine 
their maximum prices under the new wholesale adjustment 
regulation, the Office of Price Administration has ruled. 


Purpose of the ruling is to exclude food brokers, who 
possibly might purchase and take title to goods and sell them 
to wholesalers or retailers. Without clarification of the 
definitions of wholesalers as applicable to Maximum Price 
Regulation No. 237 (Adjusted and Fixed Markup Regula- 
tion for Sales of Certain Food Products at Wholesale which 
was reported in the INrormation Letter for October 10), 
food brokers might have fallen within the definition of 
wholesalers. In such case, a food broker normally would 
take a margin similar to the commission he receives from 
processors. This would be much lower than the margin of 
ordinary wholesalers. It was not OPA’s intention that food 
brokers be allowed to use the margins of ordinary whole- 
salers, it was explained. 


Clarification of the wholesaler definition was made in 
Amendment No. 1 to Maximum Price Regulation No. 237, 
which became effective retroactively to October 15, the day 
the regulation became a law. 


Tuna and Mackerel Pack Less Than Year Ago 


During July, 409,582 standard cases (48 seven-ounce cans) 
of tuna were packed by California canners, according to 
information released by the California Division of Fish and 
Game and reported by the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Compared with the 394,458 cases packed in July, 1941, 
this was an increase of 4 per cent. The July production 
exceeded that for June by 202,014 cases and accounted for 
43 per cent of the total pack for the first seven months of 
the current year. During the period from January 1 to 
July 31, a total of 941,741 standard cases of tuna was canned 
as compared with 1,319,642 cases during the same period 
in 1941, ; 


A small pack of canned mackerel was produced during 
July—2,210 standard cases (48 one-pound cans)—compared 
with the 42,115 cases packed during the same month last 
year. The total pack for the first seven months of 1942— 
123,801 standard cases—was 44 per cent less than the 
220,041 cases canned in the corresponding period of 1941. 


The following table expresses these packs in standard 
cases, and furnishes details of the packs by varieties: 


041,741 1,319,642 


14,151 123 ,801 220,041 


RUST PREVENTION COMMITTEE FORMED 


Group Begins Work on the Control of External 
Corrosion of Metal Containers 


At the request of the Quartermaster Corps, a technical 
committee has been formed to formulate a program and 
undertake the investigation of methods for the control of 
external corrosion of metal containers, with special reference 
to electrolytic tinplate. 


The personnel of the committee, which met with other 
interested parties on October 21 and 22 at the Association 
offices, is as follows: E. J. Cameron, Chairman, National 
Canners Association; H. A. Gardner, National Paint, Varnish, 
and Lacquer Association; H. W. Gillett, Battelle Memorial 
Institute and National Research Council; C. O. Ball, Owens- 
Illinois Can Company; R. H. Lueck, American Can Com- 
pany; C. E. Maier, Continental Can Company; G. C. Scott, 
Minnesota Valley Canning Company and WPB. Alternates 
are: Bruce Gonser, Battelle Memorial Institute; W. H. Harri- 
son, Continental Can Company; Lee Hart, Paint, Varnish, 
and Lacquer Association; and H. R. Smith, National Canners 
Association. 


During the meeting, a plan of investigation was drawn and 
work on the project will be undertaken immediately. Tests 
will be made with various protective coatings including 
enamels, lacquers, waxes, and petroleum coatings. After 
treatment, the cans will be subjected to some damage and 
abrasions such as would be expected on overseas shipment 
and finally exposed to salt spray under controlled conditions. 
Resistance to rust will be determined on a comparative basis. 

There will be an advisory committee to observe progress 
on this project, made up of representatives from interested 
governmental agencies. 


Canned Meat and Insecticide Imports Limited 


Several additions to the lists of materials governed by 
General Imports Order M-63, became effective October 21, 
under terms of Amendment No. 7, issued by the War Pro- 
duction Board. 


The following changes, of interest to canners, were made: 


1, Canned meats, including mutton, were among several 
commodities added to List III (specific authorization for per- 
mission to import must be obtained, regardless of existing 
contracts). is and other additions to List III were made 
in order to preserve shipping space for more essential com- 
modities. 

2. Red squill, pyrethrum and insect flowers—insecticides 
which are in short supply—have been added to List I (ma- 
terials that may not be imported by —_— other than gov- 
ernment agencies without special WPB authorization; im- 
ports may continue under existing contracts, but special au- 
thorization to process or move the commodities, once imported, 
must be obtained). 


Florida Association Names 1943 Officers 


The Florida Canners Association named the following 
officers for 1943 at their recent annual meeting: President, 
Lee A. Wheeler, Lake Wales (re-elected) ; first vice president, 
W. W. Giddings, Winter Haven; second vice president, C. 
Rouss May, Bartow; treasurer, Harry McCartney, Tampa; 
and secretary, C. C. Rathbun, Tampa. 
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Bonito........... 844 4.780 66,929 11,660 75.433 
Bluefin.......... 66,842 90,563 55,763 221,866 129,025 
Striped.......... 60,000 16,008 51,778 114,414 178,802 
7 886 Yellowfin........ 178,705 70,408 156,250 445,228 753,12 
4,317 Yellowtail........ 14,772 10,189 40,525 33,288 49,873 
0,319 Flakes........... 27,007 12,223 14,022 57,900 102,315 
Tonno style,..... 12,071 3,357 5,492 16,645 21,699 
Total......,, 400,682 207,568 304,458 
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CONTROLS OVER WAGES AND SALARIES 


War Labor Board Issues Orders Covering Nature 
and Extent of Limitations 


Taking prompt action this week under the provisions of 
Executive Order 9250 (see INrormation Letrer No. 904, 
October 10, 1942), the National War Labor Board issued 
six general orders and several interpretations, clarifying the 
extent and nature of the control which will be exercised over 
wages and salaries. At the same time, Economic Stabilization 
Director Byrnes issued a statement in which he outlined 
several probable future limitations. 


Although the executive order freezes wages at the levels 
existing September 15, 1942, the War Labor Board, by its 
General Order No. 3, granted blanket approval of all in- 
creases in wage rates put into effect on or before October 3, 
1942. [As a companion step, the Board ordered put into effect 
all increases in wage rates which it had considered and 
specifically directed prior to October 3, 1942 (General Order 
No. 1)]. It reserved the power, however, to determine in the 
future whether any of those wage increases are inconsistent 
with the policies of the executive order, or those formulated 
by Director Byrnes, and to order discontinuance of further 
payment of any increases not consistent with those policies. 


In issuing several interpretations of General Order No. 3, 
the Board declared that the order extends to increases in 
wage rates which, either by written contract entered into on 
or before October 3, 1942, or by formal action communicated 
to the employees on or before that time, were made applicable 
to work done prior to that date. It distinguished the situation 
where changes in wage rates are provided for in existing 
contracts, and are to take effect at some future date. Those 
changes are subject to the provisions of the executive order 
without regard to when the written contract between the em- 
ployer und his employees was made. Also, all wage rate 
changes resulting from the award of an arbitrator, made 
after October 3, 1942, cannot be put into effect without the 
approval of the War Labor Board, even though the agreement 
for arbitration was made before October 3, 1942. 


In General Order No. 5, the Board provided a method, 
approved by Director Byrnes, whereby individual wage ad- 
justments can be made without its specific approval. It 
determined that those adjustments are authorized, “if they 
are incident to the application of the terms of an established 
wage agreement or to established wage rate schedules cover- 
ing the work assignments of employees and are made as a 
result of: 


a. Individual promotions or reclassifications. 
b. Individual merit increases within established rate ranges. 


c. Operation of an established plan of wage increases 
based upon length of service. 


d, productivity under piece-work or incentive 
plans. 

e. Operation of an apprentice or trainee system.” 
Both the War Labor Board and Director Byrnes, however, 
have announced that individual wage adjustments, made 
under provisions of General Order No. 5, shall not furnish 
a basis either for increasing price ceilings of the commodi- 
ties involved, or for resisting otherwise justifiable reduc- 
tions in price ceilings. 


In interpreting General Order No. 5, the Board determined 
that the adjustment of a piece rate which had previously been 
tentatively fixed for trial purposes, and the adjustment of a 
piece rate found to be so low that piecework employees 
earned less than the normal amount prevailing in the plant for 
their type of job, are within the provisions of General Order 
No. 5. These adjustments, accordingly, may be made without 
the specific approval of the War Labor Board. Any “over. 
all” wage increases, however, do not fall within the provisions 
of the order, and cannot be made without specific approval 
of the Board. 


In an effort to prevent the pirating of workers, the Board, 
by Executive Order No. 6, limited the privilege of an in- 
dividual employee to increase his compensation by changing 
his employment. That order provides that an employer may 
not hire any new employee at a wage rate in excess of the 
rate previously established in his plant for employees of 
similar skill and productive ability within the classification 
in which the new employee is employed. To insure the appli- 
cation of the limitation to new plants having no previous wage 
rate experience, the order specifically directs that the wage 
rates for new employees in such plants shall be fixed at a 
level “not exceeding that which prevails for similar classifica- 
tions within the area, unless a higher rate is approved by the 
National War Labor Board.” Accordingly, new war plants 
cannot draw off the available labor supply of any area by the 
promise of higher wages without War Labor Board approval. 


To simplify its task of administering the wage regula- 
lations, the Board issued General Order No. 4, exempting 
from the provisions of the executive order all wage adjust- 
ments made by employers employing not more than eight 
individuals. The Board, however, has interpreted General 
Order No. 4 as inapplicable to employers who own or operate 
more than one plant or unit, if the total number of employees 
in all plants or units exceeds eight. Further, any employers 
who have heretofore negotiated wages on an industry, associa- 
tion, area, or other similar basis, may not now consider them- 
selves independently in order to take advantage of the ex- 
emption, 


By its General Order No. 2, the Board clarified the pro- 
cedure to be followed in adjusting labor disputes involving 
wages. The order provides that the procedures which the 
Board required prior to October 3, 1942, shall continue to 
apply after that time to those disputes. Under this procedure 
the Conciliation Service of the Department,of Labor may be 
able to effect a settlement, to be submitted on stipulation to 
the War Labor Board for approval, or may be able to persuade 
the parties to submit their differences to a referee appointed 
by, and whose decision is subject to approval by, the War 
Labor Board. Where the parties cannot agree, and will not 
submit the dispute to a referee, it will be finally determined 
by the Board. For those cases of voluntary wage adjustments 
where the employer and his employees have agreed upon 4 
proposed increase, the Board is now preparing regulations 
designed to insure its speedy consideration of all evidence 
justifying the increase. The procedure will be announced 
shortly. 


In his statement to the Economic Stabilization Board on 
October 18, 1942, Director Byrnes indicated that steps will 
be taken to bring all salaries under control, (Canners will 
recall that Executive Order 9250, as originally issued, con 
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tained no regulation of salaries under $5,000.00.) In addi- 
tion, regulations are now in preparation for the limitation 
of salaries, after taxes and specified permissible deductions 
have been made, to the sum of $25,000. 


Director Byrnes stated that he had already 

ports upon wages of farm labor and the effect of the stabili- 
zation of wages on manpower problems, particularly on the 
migration of workers. He stated that he would look to the 
Price Administrator, the Secretary of Commerce, and the 
Secretary of Agriculture, for advice on the possibility of 
government subsidies, and that he would consult with the 
Secretary of Agriculture concerning the desired production 
of farm products and the ceiling prices which should be 
specified for them. Director Byrnes made clear that em- 
phasis for the present will be directed to “keeping prices 
down,” rather than “keeping profits up.” 


Tri-State and New York Meeting Dates Changed 


Two of the State canners associations have changed their 
annual convention dates so that their meetings will occur 
following the Processors’ Conference tentatively scheduled 
for the week of December 13 in Chicago. 


The Tri-State Packers Association has changed its dates 
to January 7 and 8, and will announce the convention city 
later. Thé Association of New York State Canners, Inc., 
which formerly had planned its 57th Annual Convention for 
December 10 and 11, will meet instead on January 14 and 15, 
at Hotel Statler, Buffalo. 


Wisconsin Plans Second Meeting in January 


In addition to the regularly-scheduled annual convention 
of the Wisconsin Canners Association, which has been an- 
nounced for November 9 and 10, this organization will hold 
another meeting in January. The November meeting will 
be limited chiefly to State and local matters; the January 
meeting will be devoted to consideration of plans for 1943 
operations, based on government programs, which it is 
expected will have been formulated by that time. 


FOOD PROCESSING INDUSTRIES MEETING 
(Continued from page 7281) 


Address by President Lindsey 


President Carroll E. Lindsey opened the meeting of the 
Board on October 16 with the following statement: 


Conditions under which canners will operate in 1943 
promise to be more difficult than in 1942. At the 1942 con- 
vention the Association sought to present, through representa- 
tives of the Government who appeared on the program, the 
most complete information available at that time as to what 
was expected of the industry in 1942, the regulations under 
which it would operate, the assistance it would be given, and 
on, 


Unfortunately it was impossible to furnish definite infor- 
mation on many of the things that canners wanted to know. 
Experience during the past season has emphasized the abso- 
lute necessity of advance planning, if the industry is to do 
its job both efficiently and effectively. 


It is posngniand that changes may, and probably will, occur 
in the details of ong ongem that projects a year’s activities, 
but the seasonal character of both agriculture and canning 
makes it necessary that definite plans be set up at the earliest 
possible date. 

For that reason the Association during the last month or 
two has kept in touch, as opportunity permitted, with officials 
in the various government agencies concerned with the war 
program, in an effort to learn the progress on their plans 
relating to the canning industry. 

On Thursday, October 8, an informal conference was ar- 
ranged to which were invited representatives of these n- 
cies in order that an over-all picture could be obtained on 
two points: 

First, when will these agencies be able to announce pro- 
grams or plans definite enough to serve as a guide to canners 
in starting their 1943 plans; 


Second, how can the National Canners Association best 
assist both the Government and the industry in getting these 
plans promptly to all canners, so that canners individually, 
and the industry as a whole, may make the greatest con- 
tribution toward winning the war. 


Today's meeting is the result of that conference. Its ob- 
jective is similar to that of the conference: 


First, to lay before the ogy | bodies of the National 
ners Association and before officials of the State and 
regional associations, the situation at the present time, and 
the prospects with respect to the time at which government 
agencies will be able to announce their programs; 


Second, to reach a decision as to what the National Can- 
ners Association, with the cooperation of the State and re- 
gional associations, can do to give the greatest possible assist- 
ance to the industry. 

Discussion at the conference on October 8 was partici- 
pated in by representatives from the Department of Agricul- 
ture, War Production Board, Office of Price Administration, 
and Quartermaster General's office. Early in the discussions 
the fact was brought out that the canning, dehydrating, 
freezing, and preserving industries are closely related. They 
draw their raw products and much of their labor from a 
common source; many canning firms also are engaged in 
dehydrating, freezing, or preserving; the products of the 
three industries are frequently used as alternate foods. Con- 
sequently, the production programs of any one of these in- 
dustries affects and is affected by the programs for the others. 

Discussion developed that food processors’ plans will be 
determined by the following factors, upon each of which the 

rocessor needs information, or provisions for getting it, be- 
ore he can go ahead with his plans: 


1, Crop production goals of the Department of Agriculture. 

2. Provisions for labor supply for both farms and factory. 

3. Government requirements of canned, dehydrated, frozen 
and preserved foods for armed forces and Lend-lease pur- 
poses. 

4. Supply of containers that will be available under con- 


servation orders: (1) Cans made of hot-dipped plate, electro- 
lytic plate, and bonderized plate; (2) glass containers. 


5. Kinds of shipping cases required for goods purchased 
for the armed forces and for Lend-lease. . . 


6. Equipment and supplies that will be made available 
for conversion from tin to glass and for expansion of dehy- 
dration and freezing. 

7. Price regulations and price levels for 1943 on raw 
products and finished product. 


These are the subjects upon which 
formation. Before entering upon our 
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I should tell you frankly that we will not have today answers 
to many, perhaps most, of the questions you would like to ask 
concerning the details of the proqeme and regulations now 
being formulated. What we shall be able to obtain is in- 
formation on the general scope of the programs and regula- 
tions, and the time at which we can expect to get the details. 


We have with us representatives of various Tage 
ncies that are working on these problems. ey will 
able to tell us about the progress they are making on their 
plans. On the other hand, ‘ou will have opportunity to tell 
them about your own problems, and I hope that everyone 

will feel free to participate in the discussions. 


The past year’s experience has been of value alike to the 
processing industries and to the government agencies directing 
the war effort. As we look back upon it, we see that things 
were done that should have been left undone, and that things 
were left undone that should have been done. To most of us, 
I believe, the outstanding impression from our experience is 
that without advance planning and without consistent ad- 
herence to policies and plans once they are announced, the 
industry is unable to do the job the industry wants to do and 


the Government wants done. 


Under the difficult conditions existing this past year, the 
National Canners Association has devoted a very large propor- 
tion of its time and energy to war work. Our activities have 
been in two general directions: 


First, through special committees and members of the 
Association’s staff we have made available to government 
agencies every bit of pertinent information which we could 
assemble and which would aid these agencies in formulatin 
their policies and regulations. Second, through correspond- 


ence, telephone, telegraph, special bulletins, and the weekly 


InrormaTion Letter we have kept canners promptly and 
accurately advised upon the regulations and their applica- 
tion to the industry. These two activities are equally im- 
portant, although canners, naturally, know more about the 
direct service given them than they do about the assistance 
that the Association has been able to furnish to the Govern- 
ment. 


I might add, by way of parenthesis, that the function of a 
trade association does not extend beyond the furnishing of in- 
formation and the industry's views upon contemplated 
policies and regulations. Decisions on policies and regula- 
tions rest with the government agencies concerned, for they 
have the responsibility and with that responsibility goes 
authority. 

It has long been the practice of the Association, when a 
question arises that concerns the entire industry, to bring 
together not only its own governing bodies but also represen- 
tatives of the State and regional associations, so that what- 
ever policy is adopted, whatever course of action is decided 
upon, the Association will have counsel and guidance from 
representatives of the entire industry and its various trade 
organizations. 

Out of this meeting we will obtain, I hope, information 
that will enable us as a uP to decide what next should be 
done, and how, in order hes the industry and the Government 
working together can produce the best possible job. 


Status of Government Programs 


The status of the work on government programs and 
regulations was outlined at the meeting of the Board by 
E. A. Meyer and H. F. Krimendah! of WPB, J. Howard 
Hamilton of the Office of the Quartermaster General, Wil- 
liam G. Meal of the Agricultural Marketing Administration, 
and Dan F. Gerber of OPA. Following their informal talks, 
which indicated that these offices would probably have their 


programs and regulations in definite form by about mid. 
December, opportunity was given those present to ask ques- 
tions and to make statements regarding their operating 
problems for the coming year. 


Considerable discussion developed on the problem of labor 
supply for both farm and factory. Henry Van Hovenberg 
of Alaska Salmon Industries, Inc., described the unusual 
conditions surrounding the labor situation in the salmon 
canning branch of the industry, and the measures that had 
been taken this year, and that would be necessary next year, 
to meet the problem. The Board directed the Association's 
Special Committee on Labor Supply to take appropriate 
action to lay the agricultural and cannery labor problem be- 
fore the proper government agencies. 


At the session on the second day, information was pre- 
sented similar to that reported in the Association's INrorMa- 
tion Letter of October 17, as to the relief being afforded 
canners who had filed appeals with the administrator of 
Order M-237 because of unusual hardships created by that 
order, amendments to which are now in preparation. The 
progress on the revised Order P-115 was also reported. 


Presidents and secretaries of State and regional canners 
associations, at a conference following the meeting, arranged 
a schedule of dates on which these associations might hold 
meetings in January, to which they could invite representa- 
tives of the government agencies to discuss problems relating 
to the respective regions. Avoidance of conflicts in the dates 
of these meetings will facilitate attendance by the govern 
ment representatives, it was decided. 


Message from Edward B. Burling 


At previous meetings of the Board it has been the custom 
to receive the advice and guidance in industry problems of 
the late Judge J. Harry Covington of Association counsel 
His successor as senior partner in the firm of Covington, 
Burling, Rublee, Acheson and Shorb, Edward B. Burling, 
was unable to attend the Chicago meeting, but addressed the 
following message to the Directors in the form of a letter to 
President Lindsey: 


I regret having to tell Mr. Gorrell that other engagements 
made it impossible for me to attend the industry conference 
in Chicago this week. However, my partner, Mr. Auster, 
will be present. And I understand the staff of the National 
Canners Association will also be there. Through them it will 
be possible for me to obtain a full report of the meetings. 


I eporeaians your suggestion that I send some word to the 
Board of Directors and others who will participate in these 
meetings. There is little that needs be said about the spler 
did work which the canning industry has so successfully com 
pleted in its primary task of producing an adequate sup 
of canned foods for 1942. This accomplishment speaks for 
itself—in the Army depots, in the battle sectors, in Lease-lend 
shipments, and in the civilian warehouses. 

But a brief comment on some Washington aspects of the 
canning industry in total war may be warranted. The e 
months since the January convention—which, it will be re 
called, were devoted almost entirely to preparation for 192 
production—have seen expanding governmental controls 
increasing complexity. In this brief period we have seen the 
development of control of available containers, restriction 
on the industrial use of sugar, allocation of packs for gor 
ernmental purposes, control of the prices which may 
charged by the industry and by distributors, regulation of 
the use of trucks, tires, and motor fuel, control of the move 
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ment of packs, and, just recently, some stabilization of wage 
rates and salaries. Each of these detailed regulations is 
deemed necessary td the war effort. Collectively they con- 
stitute the most comprehensive industrial control yet seen in 
our coraamnr and they impose upon the canner a burden of 
chargeable knowledge and detailed reporting undreamed of 
just a few months ago. 


To the task of complying with these war regula- 
tions and assisting in their formulation and administration, it 
is not sufficient that each individual canner bring a patriotic 
willingness to help. He must do his pert, know precisely 
what is asked of him and how to give it. It is in this con- 
nection that the National Canners Association as a trade 
association has been of inestimable service both to the Nation 
and to the industry. Its cardinal task has been to get in- 
formation to the canner and to get it into his hands promptly, 
fully, and accurately. I think the industry can take pardon- 
able pride in the fact that its national trade association is 
today regarded by Washington officialdom as an important 
link between Government and the canning industry. 


One of the characteristics of the N.C.A. weekly Inrorma- 
TION Letter and special bulletins which has been widely 
commended is the careful restriction to authoritative ma- 
terial. The N.C.A. does not circulate hunches, tips, con- 
jectures, prognostications or plain rumors. These serve 
chiefly to create confusion and, indeed, to hamper the war 
effort. The individual canner’s task of keeping abreast of 
and understanding the various directions which his Govern- 
ment gives him is sufficiently onerous without the distraction 
of asking him to follow unfounded guesses as to what may be 


done or what might happen in the future. 
Canners should understand that however onerous par- 


ticular regulatory action may seem, the fundamental criterion 
is whether it is necessary to the war effort. Judgment as to 
what is necessary and how it best may be accomplished 
can be made only on the available facts. Here again the 
National Canners Association plays an important part. It 
can and does furnish information needed by the government 
agencies to formulate sound, practical programs. I can as- 
sure you from personal knowledge that no organization in 
Washington has a better reputation for the accuracy and com- 
pleteness of its statieticnl and informational departments 
than the N.C.A., and I know of no business organization on 
which the government agencies lean more heavily. But it 
must be understood that Geldiene as to what is to be done are 
made by these governmental agencies. The Association's 
task is finished when it has provided all information which 
may be helpful. The regulation which follows may not be 
what the industry wants nor what it likes. But neither the 
industry nor the Association can do more than to furnish 
the facts as a guide for sound action. 


Nor should canners lost sight of the fact that here in 
Washington there is brought to bear upon the industry's 
problems not only accurate information and the expert techni- 
cal knowledge of the N.C.A. staff, but also the experience 
and informed judgment of the many individual canners who 
have given of their time—generously, patriotically, and often 
at the expense of their own businesses. To catalogue them 
individually is not necessary. There are those who have 
wholly entrusted their businesses to others and entered 
government service for the duration. Others have given 
equally valuable service by constant attendance in Washing- 
ton at the call of the Government. Each of these men has 
brought to his important war work not only a technical 
knowledge of the problems of the industry as a whole but 
complete objectivity and impartiality in advising how in the 
national interest the best solution may be reached. 


In these rapidly moving times no one should lightly venture 
to appraise any current activity or to any action 


on either the battle or industrial fronts as a victory or 
a defeat. This must largely be left to the future historians of 
the present war. But I am satisfied that any historian of the 
future cannot fail to note that in 1942 the canning industry 
did its part and did it well. The task ahead for 1943 is 
not only greater in scope but beset with greater difficulties. I 
am confident that once again the industry will surmount 
war effort. 


Meetings on Production, Labor, Transportation 


War Production Board officials will discuss with members 
of the canning industry three major subjects at conferences 
with the non-seasonal canned foods industry advisory com- 
mittee on October 25, the canned fruit industry advisory com- 
mittee on October 26, and the canned vegetable industry 
advisory committee on October 27. The three subjects on 
the agenda of these committee conferences are production 
for 1943, labor problems in both the cannery and on the 
farm, and transportation. 

Separate meetings of these committees has resulted from 
a division of the original canned foods industry committee 
into three groups, representing non-seasonal canners which 
includes baby foods and soups, fruit canners, and vegetable 
canners, 


WAR DEVELOPMENTS AFFECTING CANNERS 


Price Controls and Other Regulations Imposed on 
Products Used in Food Packing 


During the past two weeks a number of governmental regu- 
lations were issued by various agencies, affecting products 
that are used in canning operations. Highlights of some of 
these are given briefly in the following paragraphs: 


Canadian West Coast fishmeal ceiling computation methods 
will become effective October 28, under terms of Amendment 
No. 1 to Revised Price Schedule No. 73, issued by the Office 
of Price Administration. The new arrangement permits 
buyers in this country to pay for fishmeal f.o.b. Seattle. 
Maximum price will be that established at Seattle for domestic 
fishmeal, plus, as a freight allowance, either (1) $5.10 per 
short ton or (2) actual transportation from the Canadian 
production plant to Seattle f.o.b., less $2.10 per ton, which- 


ever is lower. 


Commercial scales production has been restricted yO 
War Production Board under terms of Limitation Order 

. Among pe of the order are: Limitation to 30 
days’ supply of manufacture for inventory; prohibition of 
use of brass in major parts of scales and in all weights ex- 
cept small ones; and restriction of sales to rated orders. 
Manufacture of repair parts is permitted up to 150 cent 
of 1941 production so as to facilitate the continued use of 
existing equipment. Altogether, the order restricts produc- 
tien es consumed approximately 10,000 tons of materials 


Farm machinery ceilings for manufacturers and whole- 
salers have been established at March 31, 1942, levels for 
everything except new items, under terms of Maximum Price 
Regulation No. 246, effective November 15. A _ pricing 
formula also is provided for the new items, based on labor 
and materials costs on October 1, 1941. Retail ceilings had 
been established May 11, 1942, by Maximum Price Regula- 
tion No. 133. 

Pitted and macerated dates have been given s 
lars and cents price ceilings, reflecting some 
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prices paid for fresh dates, which are not under price con- 
trol, e ceilings, effective October 24, were established 
by Maximum Price Regulation No. 243. They cover also, 
domestic date products. 

Silica gel, in quantities of 125 pounds or less, is exempted 
from the use and delivery regulations of General Preference 
Order M-219. Specific authorization is not now required 
for delivery or acceptance in any one month of amounts 
under the designated figure. Silica gel was placed under 
control on October 1 but the amendment covering small quan- 
tity deliveries was made necessary when it was found that 
the average amount distributed through small orders is 
10,000 pounds monthly, requiring approximately 7,500 appli- 
cations per month. 

Solders containing silver content are itted an increase 
in ceiling prices under terms of Amendment No. 38 to Sup- 
plementary Regulation No. 14, which became effective Oc- 
tober 16. The regulation, affecting sellers of solders of tin 
base, lead base, or tin-lead base containing silver, grants an 
addition of 9.634 cents per fine troy ounce of silver content 
to the ceilings already established by the General Maximum 
Price Regulation. 


RAW PRODUCTS RESEARCH ACTIVITIES 


Pea Weevil Control Measures Highlight Annual 
Report of Idaho Experiment Station 


_ For some years growers and canners of peas in sections of 
the country where weevil control measures are necessary have 
received much assistance from the Idaho Experiment Sta- 
tion, where both Federal and State research on pea weevil 
is carried on. This station's latest annual report summarizes 
recent results on use of rotenone, and on studies of pea seed 
germination. Potentially important work is also under way 
looking toward development of tomatoes resistant to curly 
top. 


Pea Weevit. Controt with RoTenone 


Experiments on the control of the pea weevil were con- 
tinued at Moscow. Satisfactory control of the pea weevil 
again was accomplished through the use of dust mixtures 
containing rotenone. Practically all farmers in the State 
producing dry peas in areas known to be badly infested 
with the pest carried on some dusting work, although dust- 
ing operations were hindered by unfavorable weather. 

Results of field and laboratory experiments indicated that 
dust mixtures containing rotenone were the most satisfac- 
tory of any of the materials tested for pea weevil control. 
Considerable data were gathered to show that dust mixtures 
containing 2 per cent of rotenone applied at the rate of 10 
pounds per acre were superior to dust mixtures containing 
1 per cent of rotenone applied at the rate of 20 pounds per 
acre. The results of this work also indicated that it might 
be possible to reduce the quantity applied per acre of dust 
mixture containing 1 per cent of rotenone from the recom- 
mended rate of 20 pounds to a lower quantity without mate- 
rially reducing the degree of control achieved. 


Poor GERMINATION oF Pea Seep 


One of the answers to the question as to why certain lots 
of normal-appearing pea seed fail to germinate has been 
found. Bacteria have been isolated from within the seed 
which may prevent the seed from germinating. These bac- 
teria are present in many lots of seed from various parts of 


the country. There appear to be different strains of bacteria. 
involved, some seriously affecting germination and others 
not at all. Some varieties of peas, particularly the large, 
wrinkled ones, are very susceptible, whereas the variety 
Alaska is usually unaffected by the bacteria. Some of these 
strains of bacteria are spore formers which make it difficult 
4 — a treatment that will destroy them and not kill 
t 


Tomato Hysaw Testep 


It eventually may be possible to control the curly top 
disease of tomato by the use of resistant varieties. Certain 
progenies from the cross Bison x (Marglobe x Lycopersicon 
chilense) did not become diseased when subjected to a very 
severe attack of curly top during the season of 1941. All 
the common varieties included in the test were killed early 
in the season. Considerable more work will be necessary 
with these resistant progenies in order to obtain one with 
desirable tomato characters. 

Reference: Forty-ninth Annual Report of the Idaho Agricul- 
tural Experiment Station for the year ending December 31, 1941. 
Bul. 244. Moscow. 


Tomatoes for Canning in Oklahoma 


The time of setting tomato plants and the kind of plants 
that are set are closely related to successful production of 
tomatoes for commercial canning in Oklahoma, according 
to a recent bulletin. High summer temperatures, such as 
prevail throughout the greater part of Oklahoma, limit fruit 
set in tomatoes and affect the development of the red color 
in tomato fruits. Strong and vigorous plants should be set 
in the field as soon as danger of frost is past. This permits 
the plants to bloom and set fruit while temperatures are 
low and also allows the fruit to mature while temperatures 
are favorable for red color development. Stokesdale and 
Bonny Best are likely to be the most successful throughout 
the greater part of Oklahoma, while in the eastern and 
northeastern areas where conditions are more favorable for 
tomato production, Rutgers may be used. Pearson is a desir- 
able canning sort for the more favorable tomato growing 
areas in the State. 

Reference: “Production of Tomatoes for Canning in Okla- 
homa,” Mise. Pub. No. 5, Oklahoma Agricultural Experiment Sta- 
tion, Stillwater. 


Fruit Farming in Washington's Yakima Valley 


This bulletin is one of the series under the general title 
“Economic Conditions and Problems of Agriculture in the 
Yakima Valley, Washington.” The general purpose of the 
series is to assemble information pertinent to a program for 
the improvement of agriculture in the Yakima Valley and 
to suggest some measures that seem to offer practical bene- 
fits. 


The bulletin, third in the series, deals specifically with 
the economic problems of fruit growing. In it are treated 
farm expenses of fruit production and incomes received by 
growers. Trends of production, competition of other fruits, 
and price relationships are examined and an attempt made 
to determine the outlook for fruit production. 

Reference: “Economic Conditions and Problems of Agriculture 
in the Yakima Valley, Washington. Part III. Fruit Farming.” 
Bul. 409, State College of Washington, Pullman. 
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